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El Camino College 

Behavioral & Social Sciences 

Division Meeting Minutes 

February 9, 2011 

 
Present:  S. Allen, E. Antoine, F. Baker, S. Baxter, M. Braun, M. Brown, E. Cannon, T. Carter, M. Cortez, K. Daniel-DiGregorio, 

M. Din, S. Dowden, M. Eula, J. Farias, R. Firestone, B. Gibson, C. Gold, A. Himsel, L. Houske, M. Inouye, B. Knapp, A. LaCoe, 

A. Mannen, R. Mascolo, M. Moen, J. Montgomery, E. Munoz, R. Otero, A. Perlstein, E. Rader, E. Shadish, A. Simon, J. Soden, J. 

Suarez, S. Thornton, J. Thureson, A. Verge, M. Waters, L. Widman, M. Wynne, J. Young 

 

 

WELCOME 

 Dr. Miranda began the meeting at 10:30 a. m. by welcoming everyone back for the Spring 2011 semester. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Course Information on Division Website for Faculty 

 Faculty were informed that the division staff had developed templates with course descriptions, objectives, 

SLOs, and ADA statement for use in creating their syllabi.  They are accessible from the division 

webpage. 

 SLO Assessment Report 
J. Soden gave a presentation on the status of division SLOs.  She reported that we are in 100% compliance 

on program assessments.  She also noted that faculty can use curricUNET to input data directly.  Training 

on using curricUNET is scheduled.  Wendy has sent out emails with dates to sign-up for the training.  Juli 

reported that she has scheduled SLO office hours on Thursdays from 1-2pm during the semester.  SLOs 

will become part of the program review cycle.  J. Young has agreed to serve as the co-facilitator on SLOs 

for the division. 

 SOCS Remodel Update 
G. Miranda reported that the remodel is on schedule for a return to the building for fall 2011.  The division 

staff had a walk-through inspection of progress a few weeks back and today Social Science faculty are 

invited to participate in a walk-through inspection at the end of the flex day meeting. 

 

B. Knapp worked with C. Shenefield from ITS to get new SOCS classroom numbers input into system for 

scheduling. 

 Division Plans/Plan Builder 
All 2011-12 plans were completed on time for the January 31

st
 deadline.  The Division unit plan must be 

completed by the end of February which will necessitate prioritization by the Division Council of all goals 

and objectives.  The dean thanked faculty for their involvement in plan builder. 

 Instructional Block Grant Purchases 
M. Cortez reported on the status of block grant purchases which were in progress.  The division was able 

to purchase a skull collection for the Anthropology Department and a poster maker for the Teacher 

Resource Room.  In addition, bond funds will be utilized for a smart room upgrade in ARTB 354, a new 

smart room setup for ARTB 350, and a screen and LCD for the Anthropology Museum.  Replacement of 

older LCDs in the classrooms with closed caption capable units, a glass case for displaying Child 

Development student work as well as children’s equipment for the Child Development Center are being 

purchased as well.  Finally, the Anthropology Museum will be renovated and a moveable wall is 

scheduled to be installed. 

ENROLLMENT UPDATE 

  The division was given permission to open an additional 10 sections to the spring offerings and the 

classes are completely full at this time.  There are very few open sections remaining.  Faculty stated they 

will recommend students to seek classes at Compton should they not be able to add them.  A brief 

discussion on the limitations of adding was discussed since it is important to adhere to building fire codes 

on room capacity.  The dean and faculty also discussed the College’s FTES goals, budget issues and the 

potential budget funding deficit expected for next year.  Potential course cancellations were also 

discussed, particularly areas of low efficiency and lower success and retention rates.  E. Rader stated that 

PBC is planning to send out a survey to faculty requesting feedback on the budget situation. 
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CURRICULUM – TRANSFER DEGREE MODEL 

  A brief discussion on the new legislation aimed at increasing community college graduation and transfer 

rates took place.  Transfer model curriculum for Psychology and Sociology has already been developed.  

The dean will have the campus’ articulation officer speak to faculty in these disciplines to finalize 

adoption of the transfer model.  Additional disciplines are currently reviewing statewide creation of a 

transfer model, they include Early Childhood Education and Political Science.  Faculty were encouraged 

to participate in the dialogue. 

PROGRAM REVIEW 

 The departments preparing for program review are Childhood Education, History, and Philosophy.  

Facilitators are scheduled for an orientation meeting which is aimed at getting a head start on the 2011-12 

self-study.  S. Baxter will facilitate for Childhood Education, all three Philosophy instructors will 

participate and J. Suarez and A. Verge will oversee the History department’s program review. 

ACADEMIC SENATE 

 C. Gold reported that faculty involvement is needed on campus and stated that it is a way to be heard.  She 

recommended attendance at board meetings, student petitions review committee; also recommendations 

are important to be submitted via plan builder.  C. Gold also discussed some of the Senate issues under 

review including the calendar policy, international education, international travel, and collegial 

consultation.  She invited faculty to attend an Academic Senate meeting.  Finally, C. Gold stated that there 

is a soon to be vacant College Curriculum Chair. 

ECCFT 

 E. Shadish stated that the contract has expired.  Negotiations are scheduled to begin.  E. Shadish asked 

faculty if they had any concerns to contact her, E. Antoine or A. Simon.  She also stated that part-time 

faculty can now buy into state disability benefits—1.5% of their salary. 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 Anthropology:  The department is scheduling Anthro Chats again.  A flyer with dates and details will be 

sent out after the semester begins.  May 13
th

 is the date for the annual student symposium.  The museum 

exhibit this year focuses on the guitar with a multicultural collection which is in place at this time. 

 

Child Development:  Faculty is involved with statewide efforts to align Child Development curriculum.   

J. Young has been selected to serves as a southern region representative and will work with 22 community 

colleges and 6 universities on this.  S. Baxter continues to oversee the Child Development Training 

Consortium grant while J. Montgomery oversees the Mentor program.  M. Moen is organizing Story Hour 

and Children’s Day. 

 

Economics:  No report 

 

History:  The Library is sponsoring a program on March 1
st
 honoring Holocaust survivor Eva Brown who 

recently passed away.  She also spoke at commencement and was a campus donor.  Black History Month 

activities are also planned for the first and second weeks of the spring semester.  The entire campus is 

encouraged to participate.  M. Brown has a black history month display in the library.  The 13
th

 annual 

Pow Wow is scheduled for April 9-10, 2011.  E. Rader stated that there is no support from the College for 

the program which has an $18,000 budget.  The Native American club needs to raise $6-7,000. 

 

M. Eula will be panelists on a program scheduled for April 8
th

 on the Pentagon Papers.  He was recently 

elected Vice-President of the American Italian Historical Society, the first community college historian to 

be chosen for this position.  

 

Human Development:  FIPP has been quite successful thanks to efforts by K. Daniel-DiGregorio.  New 

participants are still being accepted. 

 

Philosophy:  The Philosophy Club continues to grow and is sponsored by R. Firestone. 

 

Political Science:  The Political Science club plans to meet every first and third Tuesdays of the month 

and is quite enthusiastic. 

 



3 

 

Psychology:  The Psychology Club is also very active with first and third Tuesday meetings.  J. Farias 

pointed out that the department completed all SLO assessments and incorporated Compton findings into 

their report. 

 

Sociology:   The Sociology Club plans to hold meetings every first and third Thursdays of the month.  

Also, the club now has a website. 

 

TEP:  A. Perlstein pointed out that although TEP is no longer a formal program, the need for educators is 

still pressing. He offered to speak in any division class on the importance of becoming an educator. 

 

Women’s History Month:  The planning committee is finalizing the program events. 

 

  

The meeting adjourned at 11:58 a.m. 

 

 

 

 
cc:   T. Fallo   

        F. Arce (electronic version) 

        Division Counselors:  Y. Cooper, C. Kroll 

        Division Faculty and Staff 

 
 


